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Purpose 

To consider an application received to register the former Criterion, Forton Road as 
an Asset of Community Value. 

Recommendations 

That the Board determines the application to register the former Criterion as 
an Asset of Community Value  

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 The Localism Act 2011 introduced a scheme whereby the local community 
can apply to the Council for certain land or buildings to be listed by the 
Council on a register of Assets of Community Value. Following registration 
on the list, if an asset is put up for sale then a relevant community or 
voluntary body can suspend any sale of the asset for a period of 6 months 
and then attempt to raise the relevant purchase price and buy the ACV. 
 

1.2 Once listed as an ACV a property remains on the Council’s register for 5 
years. The protection can be used in relation to a property, or land, that 
used to have some form of community use which may return in future. 
 

1.3 An application has been received from the Gosport Liberal Democrats to 
register the former Criterion as an ACV. 

  
2.0 Report 

 
2.1 A nomination has been received by Julie Westerby on behalf of the 

Gosport Liberal Democrats. The application meets the necessary criteria to 
be treated as a valid application, as lodged by one of the various groups 
that can legally make an application, in this instance an unincorporated 
association with at least 21 members. 
 

2.2 Full reasons for the nomination can be seen in the form which is appended 
to this report. 
 

2.3 The former Criterion is owned by the Towers SPV. As this property is not 
currently used for a social/community use the Board should therefore 
consider the following: 



 Is there a time in the recent past when an actual use of the building 
(not an ancillary use) furthered the social wellbeing or interests of 
the local community? and 

 Is it realistic to think that there is a time in the next five years when 
there could be non-ancillary use of the building that would further 
the social wellbeing or social interests of the local community? 
 

Note that social interests includes cultural, recreational or sporting 
interests. 
 
If the property meets these tests, in the opinion of the authority, it can be of 
community value and registered as an Asset of Community Value 

 
2.4 
 

If the decision is to register this property it will remain on the list for 5 years. 
The Council will need to notify the owners of any decision to list and 
manage an appeals process if the owner wants to appeal against such a 
decision. The Council also needs to manage the relevant 6 month 
moratorium process if the owner decides to sell the ACV, with 
advertisements being placed to publicise the owner’s intention to sell. 
 

2.5 The Council has the responsibility to manage the application process and 
to adjudicate on nominations. It also has to compile and publish a register 
of unsuccessful nominations including reasons why they did not succeed. 

  
3.0 Risk Assessment 

 
3.1 The Council must have arrangements in place to determine applications in 

relation to ACVs and any subsequent internal appeal. Arrangements 
previously put in place considered that any appeal might be made by an 
owner to Full Council and thereafter to the First Tier Tribunal. 
 

3.2 If the Board fails to decide on this application then it is arguable that the 
Council would be in breach of its Statutory Obligations.  
 

4.0 Conclusion 
 

 The Board is asked to make a decision on whether to include the former 
Criterion on the list of Assets of Community Value. 
 

 

Financial Services comments: N/A 

Legal Services comments: Contained within the report 

Equality and Diversity: N/A 

Climate Change implications: N/A 

Crime and Disorder: N/A 

Service Improvement Plan 
implications: 

N/A 

Corporate Plan: Enhance the Environment – enhance the unique 
character, environment and assets of the 



borough 

Risk Assessment: See paragraph 3. 

Background Papers:  

Appendices: Nomination Form. 

Report Author/Lead Officer: Paul Grant, Borough Solicitor & Monitoring 
Officer 

 

 


